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vengence against Drona. The story of Jardsandha suggests how he
holds young princes as captives to be used as the sacrificial oblations
in an 'Abhicdrahoma'. The penance of Asvatthdma illustrates
misuse. The penance ofArjuna, 5'ikhandi, the Rdjasuya and other
sacrifices of Dharmaja illustrate the positive aspects of them.

(e) THE CHARITY:

Charity is another quality which enhances well being. Here
also this Kdvya illustrates its variety. The charity of Kama is
vitiated by egoism and he gives away his armour in return to the
'Indraiaktf. In contrast Dharmaja offers his own life for the sake
of his brothers, when confronted with the Yaksapra.?nas.

Thus what is told in the great epic in the eighteenth chapter
of Gzta regarding penance sacrifice and charity is clearly illustrated
in BALABHARATA in a smaller compass.

Thus various aspects of the Artha purusdrtha are poetically
illustrated in this Kdvya. In a number of illustrations the human
agency, its efficiency and failure, the consequent pleasures and pains
are described. In all these things the agency of man is prominent.
In the majority of cases where man seeks divine help, his ego and
his personal emotions are dominant. All such actions beget their
appropriate reactions. Like an unending chain the cause and effect
goes on. Even in the case of good people who adhere to a life
of restraint and virtue, egotism peculiarly dominates and it results
in ultimate troubles for them. The Yddavas who are under the
direct guidance of God 5'nkrsna develop such egotistic tendencies
and finally bring upon themselves total destruction. Even Arjuna
whose devotion and virtue as an enlightened man is well known,
falls a victim to such egotism. The same is illustrated when he
is defeated by ordinary foresters, while returning from Dvdrakd
along with the ladies of 5'nkrsna. The same is directly expressed
in the Kdvya, when Bhima asks the reason for the down fall of
Arjuna mid-way in the Mahdprastdna. Dharmaja says that Arjuna's
callous disrespect towards the kings of the world is responsible